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double-stranded DNAs, discontinuous double-stranded DNAs, open circular,
supercoiled, and hairpin molecules (21,22). After electrophoresis and before blot-
ting, a depurination step is included to introduce breaks into molecules, which
would otherwise renature by snapback on neutralization. The duration/acid
concentration of the treatment is fairly critical and will depend upon gel thick-
ness. A balance has to be attained between undertreatment, resulting in
underrepresentation of snapback forms on the final autoradiogram, and over-
treatment, causing a general reduction in hybridization signal of all forms.
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